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my constant companion on the road of life and will remain so,
wherever I may be.... I think of you always and always...
I dream of you.'1

Such words always moved the King deeply: 'You are mistaken,'
he replied,2 'when you think that the barometer of my love has
sunk to zero. You are the life of my life.' This, though beautifully
expressed, was rather an over-statement. Mariannina no longer
possessed Ludwig's heart, although he continued the correspond-
ence which had become a habit. He answered af ectionate letters
with similar ones, but they had no meaning. He missed the
passionate love which was so necessary to his being. 'Out of
love' was the title of one of Ludwig's poems of this period and
that meant for him joylessness, darkness, cold barren loneliness.

' To charm me Nature hath no might,
No longer Beauty gives delight;
All Love is finished, Beauty dead
And I with Love no longer wed.'3

So Ludwig was out of love but longing to be in love. His heart was
wide open and danger threatened.

1  Mariannina Waddington to Ludwig I, Perugia, 8th June, 1846. Munich
H.A.

2  Ludwig I to Mariannina Waddington, Munich, 9th January, 1846. Munich
H.A.

3  'UnmlieU1 (Unloved). GidicJite Ludrng I., IV, 244.